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Sharing great moments (or just snippets of your life) with friends or loved ones has never been easier, and a new class of live streaming apps allows them to connect to you in real time. Of these applications, we think Periscope is the best today, and has the most potential for the near future. PeriscopePlatform: Android
(and iOS)Price: FreeDownload PageFeaturesMakes live streaming simple, one-touch operation. Supports streaming in both portrait and landscape formatsIt allows you to live stream to the public as a whole, or privately to specific invitees Connect to Twitter (which makes sense because the service is owned by Twitter)
to share your stream with your friends and followersAllows streams, to be played through your profile, if your friends miss the live eventSupports YouTube auto-upload, so when the broadcast is complete, you can save it and share it with a wider audienceYou can track Twitter contacts using the app as well, browse
available live streams by geographic location, and see which of your friends is streaming live at any given time Where this ExcelsPeriscope was one of the first applications to make really live streaming events easy and easy that people like to do. Combined with the light social aspects that make it fun to find other
streams, watches, and perhaps more importantly, share your own streams with friends and upload them to YouTube for safe guidance after your stream is over, it's a far cry from some older live streaming apps that have been clunky to use and wanted to be YouTube competitors instead of living next to it. G/O Media can
get a commission that speaks to periscope's biggest feature–the fact that it's dead easy to start a stream, share a stream, and interact with people watching. From installation to current, it's only a few steps away, and from there to the launch of the stream is pretty much a one-tap affair. Share it on Twitter and follow
people to tune in, leave messages in real time, shower you with your heart, and you have a tool people actually use to share interesting moments in their life-or news ones. It's that simplicity of use and simplicity that has made Periscope a tool of choice for people who want to do amazing things like sharing their kids'
games with family members who live around the world, or protesters who want to stream a march on an eager and engaged community on social media or live on TV. However, it's also the same ease of use that makes it easier to stream and record things like the latest episode of Game of Thrones or a pay-per-view
boxing match. That said, I've seen it used by our colleagues in Kotaku to cover E3 from the show floor, and some of my favorite YouTubers do live unboxings with their fans instead of making them wait for the official video-like great use of the service. Periscope says it wants to help you see the world through someone
else's eyes, and that's for sure to do it. Perhaps most notable, however, stands out for providing us with a social tool that us all a little closer and is super easy to use at the same time. Where it falls ShortPeriscope is simple and elegant, but it is not quite perfect. Its integration with Twitter is tight (which makes sense), but
it might integrate better with other networks as well, and storing videos and uploading them to YouTube later is great, but other video services would be nice to sing as well. Granted, none of this is game breaking, and adding tons of bells and whistles can change the balance of simplicity-to-function that Periscope has to
go at it in shoals. A while ago we would have complained that Periscope was only in height because you know how we all feel about portrait videos, but that's no longer a problem because the latest update allows you to shoot in the country. As it stands, we've seen more than a few streams with spotty connections and
stuttering streams, but it's always hard to know if it's an app, a user's connection, a user's device, or a viewer connection. It's also worth noting that Periscope is Android 4.4 and higher, so if you're still running an older version of Android or on an older device, you're out of luck. CompetitionMeerkat (Free) is Periscope's
biggest competition, and to be fair, came first. While both used to be fierce competitors, now they are a little different. Meerkat only does public, live events, it's more announcement-heavy than Periscope's. User experience is a little more crowded, and it's certainly less elegant and a little more complicated to use.
Running a stream is a one-touch affair, but it kind of comes as a surprise, and there are virtually no settings. However, signing up is a little easier (just your phone number, profile picture, and username are all you need)) and you don't have to link your Twitter account until you want – you can also link the app to Facebook
if you want. In any case, this is a good option if you are already using it or if you know people are using it, but we definitely prefer Periscope. Livestream (Free) is one of the old guardians of live streaming applications. The livestream web service has been around for ages, and its mobile app has always made streaming
live events from your phone–regardless of the camera you use or how big your community is–relatively easy. The app has come a long way in post-Meerkat and post-Periscope days too, and is much easier to use now. Partnerships with TV networks and sports leagues also mean that every event that's streamed on the
web is an event you can watch on your phone, and when they're over, you can play events, save your own streams to share elsewhere, connect with Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram, and communicate with other streamers. Again, it is not as simple or easy as some of the others here, but useful if you are looking for an
alternative or more live events to watch. UStream (Free) is another of the old guard, but it is difficult to recommend. HD streaming is available only on specific devices, not even specific versions of Android, Android, focuses directly on viewing streams that are currently taking place UStream.com, not necessarily
streaming from your device. You can stream from your device, it's just obviously not what the app is really designed for. However, if you have a favorite stream in Ustream (such as this live HD view from the International Space Station) and want to watch it on your phone or tablet, or if you're streaming and want to see
what you look like on another device, then it's worth checking out. YouNow (Free) is a little less focused on the whole stream of events and seen through someone else's viewing angle and designed more for people who want to stream themselves to my friends and chat with them if it makes sense. Where Periscope and
Meerkat feel a little more mature, YouNow uses a significant portion of the screen for live chat and recommended broadcasts, depending on whether you're the one who does streaming or watching (respectively) To keep users engaged, the service has a point and in-app currency system that awards you points for certain
activities you use to then level up, and in-app coins and bars that can be used to buy gifts for your profile or your favorite streamer, some of which cost real money. YouNow looks like it would be fun as a community if it's the kind of environment you're into (and have money throw into it), but reviews on Google Play aren't
very encouraging as far as app functionality is concerned. Those are great players. There are several others like TwitCasting Live (Free) and Stre.am (Free), both of which are promising feature-wise and seem to work pretty well, but they are both smaller players with smaller communities and userbases. That doesn't
mean you shouldn't check, but it does mean that if you're looking for a community or for people to sign up and watch your stream or interact with you, you may be better off with something a little bigger. TwitCasting walks the border between Periscope and Hangouts, allowing you to invite other people into your stream,
but its user device is super crowded and tries a little too hard to concentrate on chat. Stre.am on the other hand is light and elegant, just empty. Lifehacker App Directory is a new and growing directory of recommendations for the best applications and tools in many given categories. It was only a matter of time before
NBC joined the ranks of networks offering live streaming content to viewers via mobile devices, and now anyone who wants to watch NBC programming on their smartphones and tablets as it airs will have several other options - along with some big limitations, of course. NBC released an update to its iOS and Android
apps this week, and it gives cable subscribers the ability to watch its stations' programming live online. However, the streaming option is only available in areas where the network owns a local NBC station. Cable subscribers in cities where the local NBC station is an independent affiliate will not be able to live streams.
The requirement for authentication through a cable provider, as well as access available only to viewers in certain regions, are severe limitations, which helps to outline how difficult the landscape of online viewing from major networks can be. The move to offer live, streaming programming continues to put NBC in a
competitive mix with rival networks ABC and CBS, but the conditions for viewing programming from each network vary dramatically. ABC is the least-restrictive trio that only require cable TV subscriptions to view its streaming programming on the ABC app, while CBS requires a monthly subscription to view live
programming online through its CBS all access service. (A limited number of episodes of the CBS show can be viewed for free on the app, however.) It is worth noting that NFL games will be exempt from any of the live streaming programming options available from NBC's online services. Our stations are committed to
making it easy and convenient for viewers to watch our programming, and this is the next step in this effort, said NBCUniversal owned television station President Valari Staab in a statement accompanying the announcement. Given Comcast's ownership of NBC, it shouldn't come as a surprise that the network is live, the
streaming service still strongly favors both cable subscriptions and negotiated agreements with local affiliates. Along with announcing a new live option for viewing programs on NBC's iOS and Android apps, the network also announced some additional programming added to its on-demand library for viewers to access,
including A-Team, Miami Vice, Kojak, Battlestar Galactica, Incredible Hulk, Knight Rider and more. Editors' recommendations
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